50   LIFE AND WORK IN BENARES AND
When the first careful census was taken, the resident
population was found to be under 200,000, and every
succeeding census has confirmed its substantial accuracy.
In the last census the number given is 207,570. Wb*n
the first census was taken great surprise was expressed at
the result, and some asserted no dependence could be
placed on it. The ground of this assertion was that in«
tlie houses of some of the wealthier classes there are many
females, who live, in native phrase, behind the curtain, who
are never seen by outsiders, to whom the officials of the
-Government have no access; and on this account the
accuracy of the return made to the enumerators entirely
depends on the faithfulness of the head of the household.
It has been said that when, the first census was taken the
general impression was a capitation tax was to be imposed,
and that in consequence the' inmates reported were far
below the actual number. If there was error on this ac-
count it was to a very limited extent, as every subsequent-
census has agreed with the first, although the notion of a
capitation tax has entirely died out. One going through
Benares, from street to street, from one end of it to the
, other, does not get the impression its resident population
exceeds the estimate found in official statements. The
city has a great floating population, as it is the resort of
strangers from all parts of India. It is reckoned that on
the occasion of the great festivals there may be 100,000
visitors, some say 200,000, but we are not aware any
attempt has been made to number them.
In commerce, as in population, Benares holds a high,
but not the highest, place among Indian cities. The
district of Benares is not so large as some others in the
North-West; hut it is very productive, is densely peopled,
and .the city has on this account a large local business.

